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If a visitor finds, without seeking, two such cases of crazy
buying, it is legitimate to take it for granted that India's
leaders must have become aware of many more of the same
kind. It would not, therefore, be at all surprising if they
chose to adopt the most drastic methods in their efforts
to shake some sense of reality into the heads of their
compatriots.
One more novel development in the new India, as far as
economics are concerned, is the decision of the government
to introduce a complete ban on the slaughter of cattle except
those over fourteen years of age or which are unable to work
or breed by reason of age, injury, or deformity. They have
so far delayed a decision, on the recommendation of an official
committee, that a total ban should be placed upon the
slaughter of cattle, irrespective of age. The committee
suggested that, " The law for prohibiting slaughter of cattle
totally should be enforced as early as possible but in any
case within two years of enactment of legislation, during
which period arrangements should be made for the main-
tenance and care of unserviceable and unproductive
animals."
In announcing the decision to the Legislative Assembly,
the Minister of Food and Agriculture said that the prosperity
of India, to a very large extent, depended upon cattle, and
the soul of the country could feel satisfied only if the
slaughter of cattle was banned completely and simultaneous
steps taken to improve cattle which were in a deplorable
condition.
One has always been clearly aware that the cow is a
sacred animal to the Hindus. The fact is kept continually
before one's eyes by the presence of unattended cattle
ambling blandly through city streets and busy intersections.
Now they are to become more sacred than ever, with security
from birth, to natural death from old age. It is some comfort
to those, like myself, who have never been able to conjure
up any real affection for the beasts, that though more